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Verdict Defense

vehicle accident when he was driving under the influence
of alcohol. At approximately 9:00 p.m., Raftis was driving
his 1999 Ford south in the northbound lanes of Interstate
15. Raftis struck a vehicle being driven by Josephine
Lizama head-on. Katia Berchier and Robert Lafferty, Jr.
were passengers in Lizama's vehicle. Raftis also struck a
2001 Jeep driven by Anjela Oustian.

Lizama said Raftis had visited the Crazy Horse Two, a
strip club, earlier in the evening and consumed between
four and eight beers in addition to hard liquor while there.

According to Lizama, Lafferty was her long-time
boyfriend and Berchier was a Swiss foreign-exchange stu-
. dent who lived with Lizama. Lafferty was pronounced
a- dead at the scene after being ejected from the vehicle, and
Lizama and Berchier were taken to the hospital for treat-
ment of their injuries. Berchier was knocked unconscious
in the accident and sustained internal injuries requiring
surgery, and Lizama sustained a broken leg which required
surgery and physical therapy. Lizama said Raftis was unin-
jured in the collision.

Lizama, Berchier and Lee, the mother of Lafferty's
daughter, filed separate lawsuits in Clark County District
Court, and their actions were consolidated.

The defendant responded, denying any negligence.

In June 2002, Raftis pleaded guilty in a criminal case to
driving under the influence and was sentenced to five to
twenty years in prison and ordered to pay a $2,000 fine and
$172,706 in restitution.

In December 2004, the defendant's auto insurance com-
s pany, State Farm, was dismissed from the litigation because
Raftis' policy had lapsed prior to the accident. Defense
counsel, Daniel Carvalho, who had been retained by State
Farm, withdrew as the defendant's counsel after negotiating
to have Oustian's insurance company suits dismissed.

In April 2006, the court granted Lizama's motion for sum-
mary judgment under a theory of negligence per se, leaving
only the issue of damages. Berchier claimed $46,513 in
medical expenses and requested a $200,000 judgment; the
to court granted her judgment in August 2006 and the judg-
ment was filed in November 2006. According to the min-
utes of the court, Lee was also awarded $900,000 in August
2006, but a judgment was not filed in the case. In April
2007, the court granted judgment in favor of plaintiff
Lizama in the requested amount of $49,500.
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